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EXCITING PLANS FOR MUTEMA

By Tim Brigstocke, Chairman JBMS

The Zimbabwe Leprosy
Association (ZLA), who manage
the Mutemwa Leprosy and Care
Centre and through whom we
channel our funds, had prepared a

budget for 2010 of approx.
US$85,000, which is now the local
currency. This is before

consideration of any major capital
works and is of concern to us in
view of the fall in the value of
sterling.You will find elsewhere in
this newsletter a full report from
ZLA about the running of the
settlement.

It is pleasing to see from the
ZLA General Manager’'s excellent
monthly reports that some funding
is coming in from elsewhere,
notably the ltalian and Zambian
Governments. Likewise you will be
able to read how the various
projects are being productive and
supplying the community.
However, there can be no doubt
that JBMS is the major funder for
Mutemwa and is, therefore,
committed to continue to fund the
daily/monthly  needs of the
settlement for the foreseeable
future.

Two JBMS Trustees, Christine
Pratt and Valerie Brierley, visited
Zimbabwe early in 2010 and came
back to report that the houses and
most of the infrastructure at
Mutemwa were in urgent need of
major refurbishment as was the
electricity, plumbing and water
pumps. We requested two
reputable local building contractors
to individually assess the overall
situation and to outline in detail the
necessary work. Approximately
US$124.000 will be necessary to

cover the cost of the major capital
works. This will involve making
sure that the patients’ housing is
put back in a good state of repair,
chimneys repaired, foundations
made sound, roofs made
watertight, houses painted in and
out, electricity and plumbing
repaired and the ablution blocks
returned to working order. The
Clinic and its environs are also
included. The decision has been
agreed by the JBMS committee
and the contract has been
awarded.

This is a major project for
JBMS which will use up a
considerable amount of the funds
which we have built up since our
formation in 1996. It is an
important reason for us to support
Mutemwa in the name of its late
warden, John Bradburne, and this
is exactly what we will continue to
do with the help of your generosity
and the loyalty of his friends and

supporters. Mrs Rose Chihota,
Chairperson of ZLA, and the
Committee Members will be

undertaking the supervision and
care of the patients during the
period of the refurbishment, and
the General Manager will work
closely with the Building Contractor
to ensure that the project is carried
out successfully.

Equally positive news is that
we are extremely hopeful that the
Franciscans will establish a full
time Mission at Mutemwa. This is
exactly what John Bradburne
would have wanted, and the
Archbishop of Harare has given his
blessing for such a development.
Fr Emmanuel Musara OFM, the

Custos of the Franciscans, is fully
behind this initiative and we hope
and pray that the Franciscan
Chapter Meeting in  July will
endorse this move.

You will find an insert in this
newsletter of an appreciation of Fr
David Everitt who died on Easter
Sunday, after a long battle against
cancer. Fr David in the recent past
has worked tirelessly fundraising
for Mutemwa and the nearby
Mother of Peace Community and
we owe him an enormous debt of
gratitude for the funds he has
raised for us both. May he rest in
Peace.

The challenging and unstable
socio-economic ~ conditions  in
Zimbabwe continue as does the
inflation, the erratic supply of
electricity and water, the lack of
medicines and health care. It is not
possible for us in the UK to fully
appreciate the hardship and
deprivation that the majority of
people endure there. Quite simply
without your continuing donations
and generosity we would not be in
a position to help Mutemwa and its
patients and we would be so
grateful if you would consider a
further donation, if possible,
towards the Refurbishment Project.
Please accept our heartfelt thanks
and appreciation on behalf of all
those whose daily lives you are
helping to make more bearable
and for their basic needs to be
met.

e (};’TH‘T&L&

Chairman, JBMS

JBMS was founded in 1995 to support the Mutemwa Leprosy Settlement in Zimbabwe in the name of its late warden.



JOHN HENRY (NEWMAN) AND JOHN (BRADBURNE)

The forthcoming beatification
of John Henry Newman is a
good opportunity to examine the
links between the 19th century’s
most famous Catholic convert
and one of the many
Englishmen who followed his
lead in the century after, as the
question is often asked: “What
does Newman have to do with
their conversion?” Concerning
John, let us first see what he
says himself about it (he wrote
the following lines respectively
in 1971 and 1974, a quarter of a
century after the event, but the
memory of the two vyears
between his return from India
and his reception into the
Roman Catholic Church has
been vivid to him throughout his
whole life):

By way of Swedenborg | went
From Lunn to Lundy Isle
Then glimpsed the Blessed
Sacrament

In Devonshire awhile

Where desultorily | read
“Apologia”: what a head

That New Man had who gladly
worked

Out either side and neither
shirked!

Yet still | wandered, wondering
the while

Whether the Church were one
or two or three

Until, returning to The Ringing
Isle,

| read a book or two and looked
for glee;

Newman detained me, really
made me think...

When exactly did John read
Newman? What did he find in
this reading? To answer the first
question: just before he sent ‘to
Tom an S.0.S. for fear of
Popeing” and his subsequent
visit to “Paul” in Dorset during
summer of 1947 — a decisive
step on his way to Rome. As for
the last question, John’s answer
is pithy: (Newman) “really made
me think” (in Ut Unum Sint he
points at Newman’s ‘perceiving
sight”). As the Apologia is the
story and explanation of a
‘passage to Rome’, it is easy to
guess that this ‘making him
think’ means that John Newman
helped him in his own journey
as a guide for his perplexed
mind. Newman had found his
path through the jungle of the

Church Fathers and of the
Oxford Movement, John had to
find his own, not only through
Malayan or Burmese jungles,
but also as one of a beloved
Anglican vicar family.

More precisely, we may
suppose that in the Apologia,
John did not find the answers
about Rome - he had already
found them - but an exposition
of those answers which satisfied
his conscience in his quest for
truth and salvation. He was then
ready for the jump, as showed
after his meeting with “Paul’?
When he answered in 1965
about his conversion in the
Shield interview: “l wanted to be
sure of salvation. | came to the
conclusion that there could not
be more than one Church that
Christ has founded, and by the
Grace of God | got there”, he
sums up Newman’s conclusion
after writing his Essay on the
Development  of  Christian
Doctrine, and Newman’s own
words in the Apologia: “And as
far as | know myself, my one
paramount reason for
contemplating a change is my
deep, unvarying conviction that
our Church is in schism, and
that my salvation depends on
my joining the Church of Rome”.
By being received into the
Roman Church, both felt as
Newman stated, “coming into
port after a rough sea”
(Apologia); John wrote similarly,
mentioning Newman:

... But weigh
This Gospel, and your problem
will be solved:
Christ comes and finds you in
the market place
Sooner or later (Newman found
He late, Campion early) and His
wage is Grace
Of Life Divine, an unapparent
rate
Of pure exchangeless
generosity

After the conversion

Did John continue reading
Newman after his reception into
the Roman Catholic Church?
We do not have direct proof of
it, but the thought of Newman
was living in his mind, as it is
testified by more than a dozen
direct or indirect references in
his poetry. Two of the most
interesting ones concern The

Dream of Gerontius. John
remembers Newman’s great
poem when he meditates upon
Evolutionist theory on the
background of death:

Those brutish craniums and
skulls uncouth

Discovered to the smothering of
truth

Mother no proof primordial of us
Other than this: man banished
backward went

Till almost with the ways of
monkeys blent

And “clomb the giant of the
wood” as saith

That Newman true in cardinal
assay

Of Dreaming theme God
scheming to display:

Simian Song departs in pieces
... death ...

Tu autem, “Nunc dimittis,
Domine” ... John.

In another meditation on
death, John recalls the same
poem:

They [eternal grains] grow at the
expense of selfish weeds,

They are in truth your own
eternal wealth.

But for a moment Gerontius all
God realised

That flash of knowledge
consumes the temporal dust
Revealing the spirits fruit -
diamonds crystallized ...

“Puns unpunished”

On a lighter level, John jokes
about  “Newman  (decidedly
Jewish his nose)”, a sure sign of
affection towards the cardinal
when you remember John’s
love for the Jews. Sometimes
he makes puns about the New
Man (“Can, can, can, ca-
Caliban! / Get a new Master,
find a New man!’); he writes an
Apologia pro vita mea \ or \ A
Ballade of Bensonian Sally
(1976); and even in a profound
meditation on the Trinity which
bears a Newmanian title, he

cannot prevent himself from
punning:

‘Pro vita sue’ each new man
should thank

The Voice of Breath that
bloweth on the bank

In other poems, John frankly
jokes about Newman’s name or
story. But even in those lines,
some fruit may be picked. They
often show knowledge of the



Oxford Movement and regret or
blame that Newman’s friends
did not follow his path to Rome
(the puns on ‘Pusey cat’ are
easy game, but John could not
help writing several times'):

... As caused the consternation
of a mouse,

That thought poor Pusey-cats
would surely starve

By means of knowing not what
Newman (lave!

O Lovely Lady), what did
Newman know?

‘He knew man better, than his
name won’t show

Unless the Pusey-cats can
laugh (Ho, ho!)

| gather plaster and elastoplast
For patching up the Popish
poppycock

With which the Pusey-cats crept

off the Rock ...
Another interesting link in
some jocular poems joins

Newman and Chesterton, a
connection which Fr de Kerdrel
stressed in a recent issue of this
Newsletter (“The great Cardinal
Newman, though a Victorian,
might be a closer spiritual kin,
but in his life did not display a
great deal of joy, and might be
considered by some melancholic;
that could not be said of John.
Only the exuberantly good and
incandescently jovial G. K.
Chesterton would understand
John, and see him as spiritual
kith and kin”):

Now comes a carriage going
easy ...
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Rolling through the ‘Champs
Elysées’) -

Newman, Keble, Vaughan and
Pusey.

Hullo, what next? four
jinrickshaws:

'Tis Manning and Belloc and
Chesterton ...

Ah, here we be, and here’s Sir
John,

A Cardinal and Chesterton:
They’re drinking in the Public
Bar

Because they can't afford a
car! ...

Spiritual kith and kin

Going further with John
Henry (Newman) and John
(Bradburne) would mean

looking at their deeds and works
in a comparative study. The
harvest looks promising: not
only their shared Oxonian
accent, fondness for ltaly and
the Mediterranean, Ilove for
music, poetic  gifts and
productions, but also and more
important, their spiritual
convergences. For example, on
the visible and invisible worlds,
on God knowledge, on Mary, on
solitude and God (John in his
struggle for solitude could have
coined Newman’s sentence on
the Christian “left to himself and
to his God” and who is then
‘never less alone than when
alone”), on the desire to serve
(Newman could have coined
John’s sentence: “Who has a
talent however small or great,
once he is a Catholic should

use it for the sake of the
Kingdom”) ... But this would be
another article. Three proposals
to conclude:

-Let us dream and smile:
maybe John Henry is now
explaining to John in Heaven
some of the difficult passages
of the Grammar of Assent,
even if no grammar is no
longer needed there, and John
is explaining to him some of
his most arcane puns, even if
there is no longer any
darkness there.

- Newman did wait 120 years for
beatification. Let us hope and
pray that John will not have to
wait this long.

- Newman'’s beatification will be
an ecumenical event. As the
Ottery St. Mary Exhibition
showed last year, there is also
ecumenical potential in John,
one of the last century’s
ecumenical Cloud of witnesses.

By Didier Rance

Didier is writing a new book on
John Bradburne and continues to
find out new aspects of his life
and people he met. The book, to
be first published in French, will
be out in 2011.

This article has been slightly
shortened. If anyone would
like the full version, complete
with extensive references and
footnotes, please contact the
JBMS Office.

MUTEMWA LEPROSY AND CARE CENTRE
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT APRIL 2010

by Rose Chihota, Chairman, Zimbabwe Leprosy Association

This April marks our first
year as the New Executive
Committee for Mutemwa Leprosy
and Care centre. The year 2009
was a very difficult one in that
we had a lot of financial
challenges to overcome as a
result of our hyperinflation at
the time we took office. There
were not enough funds with
which to run the centre. | must
hasten to add that we were
very surprised by the generosity
of the public and some

organizations that came to our
assistance. This greatly helped
us to start and continue to
operate the centre with some
success. We were given some
cash and food donations. The
situation was further improved
by the introduction of a multi
currency system that was
introduced towards the end of
the first quarter of 2009. This
signalled the beginning of the
stabilisation of our economy
which  has continued to

improve. The banks began to
operate once again and were

offering all  their normal
services.
The Centre
Mutemwa  continues to

attract people of all Christian
faiths as a Spiritual Centre. The
pilgrims continue to come to
Mutemwa during most weekends.
They come first to the hut
where John Bradburne lived.
Then they climb the mountain



and pray there for the whole
night. Buses full of school
children from as far away as
Bulawayo have visited
Mutemwa. We have also had an
increased number of
Seminarians as well as priests
coming to visit Mutemwa for a
period of several nights at a
time. In these cases the
General Manager continues to
assist them with food.

Mutemwa Leprosy and Care
Centre in Mutoko is in need of
urgent repairs and renovations
to make it a warm and attractive
home for our patients. As our
first programme, we sought
professional assistance for the
renovations we need to
undertake. Vengesai Architects
came and did a thorough
inspection of the existing
houses and made new designs
of some of the roofs. All this
work that took weeks and
months to complete was
donated to us. We are most
grateful to them for the new
designs of patients’ houses.
They produced a very good
report and the new plans are
now in the hands of our
sponsors the JBMS (The John
Bradburne Memorial Society).
We stand ready to implement all
or some aspects of these plans,
funding permitting. This is our
dream for the centre.

Water for the Centre

There is a need for more
water at the centre, we desire
that water should be free
flowing to all patients’ houses
on a daily basis. We are happy
to report that the pump at
Mother of Peace reservoir has
been fully repaired and water is
flowing again. We still plan to
continue growing our own food
therefore we need to have an
additional and independent
water source to be able to
continue gardening. To this end,
we have approached some three
organisations seeking their
assistance for the drilling of two
new boreholes at the centre.
This is our second dream.
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Life at the Centre

The general health of
patients has improved a great
deal. A high standard of
cleanliness has been maintained
consistently. Patients’ houses
are routinely visited by the clinic
staff. Patients that require more
care are always kept monitored
on a daily basis. Most drugs that
used to be a problem to stock
are now readily available for
their medical therapy. The
availability of drugs has helped
to keep their conditions in
check. The other improvement
is in their diet which includes
meat, fish, chicken, soya mince,
sugar beans, eggs and fresh
green vegetables. To promote
and foster a spirit of community
involvement, the patients are
having four communal meals
per week, where they all meet
and share a meal together and
socialize. In the evenings they
watch television together
especially the very popular
soccer matches that are shown.
The General Manager has
actually formed a soccer team
from the workers at the Centre.
He has found a sponsor who
has purchased some uniforms
for the newly formed soccer
team. We stand ready to take
on some teams here in Mutoko
and the surrounding areas.

On the 13th March 2010 we
had a great social event at
Mutemwa that was sponsored
by the Harare Municipal Medical
Aid Services (HMMAS). The
Board of Trustees for Mutemwa
was represented by Mrs.
Chigwanda and Mrs. Chihota at
the event. HMMAS donated
foodstuffs to all the individual
workers and to the patients. To
crown it all, every patient and
worker was given a suit, navy
blue two-piece for the men,
and brown three-piece for the
ladies. This organization has
also assisted us during staff
rationalization. They continue to
pay five of our staff whose
contracts are ending in a
month’s time.

Projects

| am happy to report that the
Agricultural projects for this year
have gone well despite the fact
that our inputs were not as
much as we would have liked.
Harvesting has begun. We are
expecting to harvest 4 to 5
tonnes of maize, 100 to 120 kgs
of sugar beans and 500 kgs of
sunflower. The sunflower is
mainly for the pressing of
cooking oil, the remainder will
be animal feed. Green vegetables
are grown throughout the
season. We have a crop of
sweet potatoes that will be
ready for harvesting in a few
weeks. Alongside the above
crops, we have three other
projects. We have 200 layers
that are giving us 6 crates of
eggs per day and possibly more
in the near future. The patients
have eggs added to their diet,
the rest is for sale. We also
have a pig project and now
have a total of 10 pigs. We were
a bit disappointed to have only 2
piglets that were born when we
were expecting at least 6 to 10.
We have also started a bee
keeping project, currently we
have some 10 boxes. Once we
get more timber we intend to
build more. This is an ongoing
project as well.

January 2010 Visit by the
JBMS Trustees

The visit by the JBMS
Trustees, Mrs. Christine Pratt
and Mrs. Valerie Brierley, was
very well received by all of us at
Mutemwa. They came and saw
for themselves the life at
Mutemwa on a daily basis. They
also saw the state of the
patients’ cottages and they
agreed that the state should be
improved urgently. The
executive committee held an
open meeting with them on 18th
January 2010, just to share
experiences and words of
advice. We had invited our
Auditors to the meeting as well
and Mr. Basil Stoltz attended.
First, we shared with them our
Vision for 2010. This vision was



first adopted when we came
into office. They also gave us
advice on how we should
handle some of the aspects of
record keeping including that of
the large stock of drugs that we
were currently holding. They
told us of the importance of
financial documents  being
made available on time. At this
point, Mr. Stoltz told the
Trustees of the difficulty in the
production of the annual
financial reports for 2008. They
were highly inflationary and
completely out of date and any
work on them would not be
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worthwhile. This meeting was
very important to us. It has
really ushered in a new era
where we are now communicating
with Trustees openly. All this
goes a long way to improve and
maintain a good and healthy
relationship with our sponsors.
We are all very happy about this
special bond that has been
created.

Obituary

We have had quite a few
deaths of some short-term
residents at Mutemwa. One of
our long-term patients was

Jimmy Mushawekwere. He had
a regenerative condition that
kept deteriorating and had a
brief stay in hospital at first. He
came home for a few days but
had to be taken back to the
hospital where he finally died in
December 2009. He requested
to be buried at his home village.
His friends joined him on this
last journey to his village. He
was what we would call a soul
of Mutemwa. He will be greatly
missed by all his friends. May
his soul rest in eternal peace.

JOHN BRADBURNE AT THE BBC Proms 2010
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We are delighted to
announce the world premiere
of Gabriel Jackson’s ‘In
Nomine Domini’ at this year’s
BBC proms.

Jackson has built a
reputation over the last 20
years for being one of
Britain’s leading choral
composers with his music
being performed and
broadcast all over the world.
This latest work, ‘In Nomine
Domini’, commissioned by
the BBC Singers, is a 10-
minute contemplative setting
of a poem by John
Bradburne scored for choir,
harp, percussion and string
quartet.

‘In Nomine Domini’ will be
performed on 4th September

as part of the Proms
Saturday Matinee 5.
Gabriel Jackson is the

new BBC Singer’s Associate

Composer, but he already
has a strong relationship with
the BBC Singers, who have
been performing his music
for over a decade.

Gabriel was born in
Bermuda in 1962. After three
years as a chorister at
Canterbury Cathedral, he
studied composition at the
Royal College of Music, first
with Richard Blackford and
later with John Lambert,
gaining his BMus in 1983.
While at the College he was
awarded the R.O. Morris
Prize for Composition in
1981 and 1983, also winning
the Theodore Holland Award
in 1981. In 1992 he was
awarded an Arts Council
Bursary.

In recent years his music
has been heard in Cape
Town, Ho Chi Minh City, Kiev,
Kuwait, Sydney, Tokyo and
Vancouver. His works have
been presented at many
festivals in the UK and
beyond, including Aldeburgh,
Cheltenham, Three Two
(New York), Lek Art 2000
and 2004 (Culemborg),
pplANISSIMO (Sofia), Haarlem
Choir  Biennale, Europa

Cantat, Festival Vancouver,
Festival ProBaltica, as well
as Spitalfields and Meltdown
in London.

His liturgical pieces are in
the repertoires of many of
Britain’s leading cathedral
and collegiate choirs. In 2003
he won the liturgical category

at the inaugural British
Composer Awards.

His music is being
recorded with increasing
frequency.

Latest projects include a
string quartet for the Psophos
Quartet commissioned by the
Presteigne  Festival, and
several major choral
commissions: Requiem for
the Vasari Singers, The
Spacious Firmament for the
John Armitage Memorial
Trust, premiéred by the BBC
Singers and Onyx Brass and
Ave, Regina Caelorum for
The Sixteen and Tom
Kerstens (guitar).

Gabriel will be writing a

piece  for the  Winter
Newsletter on “In Nomine
Domini”.



JOHN BRADBURNE MEMORIAL DOOR

A new church in Mtunthama village |
(some two hours north of the capital,
Lilongwe) has been recently adorned
with a handsome pair of hardwood doors |
illustrating scenes from John
Bradburne’s life. These beautifully
carved doors have been made with eight
double-sided panels which are inspired
by Bradburne’s life, and as servant to the
poorest of the poor in Africa to
commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of
Bradburne’s death on September 5t

1979. The doors were carved at the
KuNgoni Centre of Culture and Art, Mua
Mission, which is the centre of carving in
Malawi. There is KuNgoni work
throughout Malawi and in collections
throughout the world, including the
Vatican Museum.

Six of the panels are decorated with
scenes (there are two scenes on each
side of a panel) the two remaining
panels, which are described relate to
scenes from the life of Christ to John
Bradburne’s life.

The newly appointed catechist to St : -
Mary’s Outstation, Mr Frederick Tchiza is himself a Third Order Franmscan A prayer
for John Bradburne’s beatification hangs alongside the door which he has translated.

‘God our Father, your servant John Randal Bradburne showed the power of Your love
by his life and death.

May his love for Christ and of Mary His Mother, together with his selfless sacrifice to
those considered least in the world, be a model for us to follow.

We therefore ask a favour through his intercession, so that his generosity and
holiness may be recognised by the whole Church.

We ask this through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Amen.

The West Door is made from mlombwa wood. The panels were carved at the Centre
of Culture and Art, ( www.kungoni.org) by two local carvers, Messrs Maxwell Chaka
and Suman James under the direction of Fr Claude Boucher MAfr and Mr Joseph
Kadzombe Gama, who explained John Bradburne’s life using the Society’s
publications and recordings. The choice of scenes is that of the carvers, which makes
the door an authentically African response to John Bradburne’s life. It is significant
that Mua Mission was itself for much of its history the site of a Leprosy Settlement.

We thank Richard Hewitt a teacher in Classics and Law at Kamuzu Academy,
Mtunthama in Malawi and in Oxford, for helping to instigate this wonderful project,
which is an inspiration to those who have been involved and who see the
craftsmanship.

Pictures of the door panels are available on request.



YOUR MESSAGES

Thank you for sending the
John Bradburne information. |
have received a great favour
through his intercession A
member of my family who was
unemployed for a considerable
time was miraculously
successful in finding the ideal
job. | give thanks to God and
daily pray for the introduction
of the cause of John
Bradburne.

Mrs. N. E. Avella
Ealing, London

| am writing to tell you

about a favour granted
through prayers to John
Bradburne. My grandson’s

mother-in-law who is only 53,
is alcoholic, and has been for
a long time, she now has
alcoholic dementia. She was
in hospital for a long time, the
doctors said she could not live
on her own. My grandson and
his wife are very good to her,
but have three young children
and could not cope having her
to live with them, she was very
aggressive. So | prayed to
John Bradburne and asked
him to find a good home for
her to go to, where she would
be cared for and looked after,
as no one seemed to be doing
anything to help, and then
after about two months of
prayer to John, all at once it
came together, a home was
found for her, but the trouble
was, would she go. Anyway
they got her there and she has
settled in very nicely, she has
her own room and some of her
own things around her, and
seems happy. So you see
prayers are answered, and
saintly people like John do
intercede for us. | am very
grateful to John Bradburne.

Brenda McKay

Merseyside
Once again John has
answered my prayers. My

daughter was made redundant
last year and whilst she tried
to remain positive and look for
work she began to experience
all the negative emotions that
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the awful word ‘redundant’
engenders.
| have prayed to John

every day and | must say, | too
began to feel low. As before,
John sent a bee, which was
sitting on the doorpost to
remind me not to give up. Our
prayers were answered
yesterday when my daughter
rang to say she had been
appointed to a position similar
to her last post. | cannot thank
John enough for his help.

Anne Waggott
Easingwold, York

Now to John Bradburne.
He was certainly an
extraordinary person. | met
him in Zimbabwe just shortly
before he died. | also visited
the place where he lived and
attended to the lepers under
very difficult circumstances,
because of the war situation at
the time. He was Franciscan
through and through and |
think he tried to follow as
closely as possible in the
footsteps of St. Francis. He
too went to the extreme to get
the message across, and so
did John. Fr Dove, who knew
him and wrote a book about
him, kept telling us that he
suffered a sunstroke when he
swam for hours in the sea to
save peoples’ lives during the
Second World War.

Some of our Sisters in
Zimbabwe were great friends
of his and it seems strange
events happened at the
funeral, because people had
forgotten to dress him in the
Franciscan habit. Blood
miraculously fell below the
coffin at the Requiem Mass.
They opened the coffin and
clothed him in his Habit
and after that there was
peace. The people of Mtoko
certainly honour him as their
Saint. He lived among them
just in a small tin hut and they
say that he went away from
time to time to live in a cave in
the hills of Mtoko. It seems
that God had called him to a
very special way of life.

Sr Philomena O.P.

Thank you for sending me
the leaflets. | have amazingly
found appreciative homes for
all of them, so | will need some
more, when you can.

| have to tell you about a
huge Queen Bee that was on
my front door, blocking the
keyhole. She was so big | had
to get a piece of card and
move her. She was very
docile. It did not occur to me
that it seemed to be a gesture
and thanks from John for my
helping to spread the word
about him, until | re-read the
booklet.

People seem to relate to
John so much easier than
Saints of old. He is a
wonderful blessing. A friend of
mine, who reminds me of
John, has been talking about
him a lot and has had little
bumble bee visitors too. How
joyfull!l

Maria Gomez
Wargrave, Berks

Just to let you know that |
have moved. | wasn’t happy
where | lived with problems
with a neighbour. | prayed very
hard to John and after a
novena out of the blue came
this lovely little bungalow. | am
sure John answered my
prayers. | am very happy here
thank God, and as | go to a
new parish would like some
leaflets to distribute.

P. J. Moy
Manchester

| would like to thank John
Bradburne for his intercession
in answer to my prayers for my
sister Claire to find a new flat.

| have been praying to
John since her last flat move
fell through, and now she has
moved into the perfect flat with

good neighbours, near her
church, shops and local
transport.

Thank you John for your
intercession.

Catherine Scott
London
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PICNIC AT MUTEMWA

The leper colony was not
a regular venue for our rare
picnic forays in the 1960’s.
But any day’s outing was a
treat, away from the busy
hospital routine in Salisbury
(Harare). And we all knew
and liked John Bradburne,
the  aristocratic  English
mystic and wandering poet.
On this occasion one of
John’s Jesuit friends, Fr
George Carry, drove our car,
with a well-stocked picnic
basket in the boot.

Over a hundred miles of
beautiful African scenery and
balancing rocks sped by; and
we arrived at the foot of the
stone mountain that is the
backdrop to the Mutemwa
Leprosy Settlement. Here
John had finally found his
niche and was radiantly
happy. His family now
consisted of over 80 leprosy
patients, burnt out cases for
the most part. Our medical
minds registered the fact that
occasionally new cases did
still emerge at the centre. To
John of course, each person,
even and especially, the
most mis-shapen, was a
loved and cherished friend -
never ‘a case’.

His ministry to them,
whether this was material,
spiritual, nursing or arbitration
in their disputes, was a
labour of love. As he
bandaged a festering stump
he would characteristically
carry on with  banter,
encouragement or whatever
the situation called for. He
loved to bring them Holy
Communion and his own
transparent  love-relationship
with  God seemed to
permeate the whole sorry
encampment of pathetic
shacks. Small-bodied people
clambered about in whatever
way they could, given their
mutilated limbs, secure in the
knowledge of his presence,
his love and his advocacy.

But our visit was an
occasion for a break in his
routine as the solitary
warden. We sat in a field by
a mound and the picnic
basket was fetched. This
open-air lunch was a time of
chat and hilarity with John as
the gracious and entertaining
host. He enjoyed a glass of
wine and we were
conscientised without any
preaching on his part. Indeed
preaching was never John’s

style but rather anecdote,
poetry, philosophy, and song.

Before we left we saw
inside his own central, one-
roomed, tin shack, which in
the midday sun was too hot
to bear. In the winter nights,
however, it would be
numbingly cold. The one
unlikely feature of this sparse
dwelling was a magazine
picture, which must have
been cut out for him by some
friend. It was a photo of the
blue-globe earth, taken by
the American astronauts,
then visiting the moon for
the first time. John had
pasted this high up on the
corrugated wall of his only
home on earth. Appreciating
the scope of his vision of
creation, the appeal of the
picture was obvious.

John’s universal vision
and great love of beauty
would be needed to sustain
him through his coming
agony and violent death.
Apparently he prayed to die
a martyr and indeed he was
granted his own Calvary. No
wonder Zimbabweans, like
the rest of us, venerate the
memory and life of this
beloved “vagabond”.

Kathleen Keane LCM
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